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As you may already know, in January our organization was in Indiana and Miami, Florida, USA. Here’s how we saw it:

Our principal objectives for the trip were:

· Promote our work with Justicia Global and Perla, and promote our vision for a Culture of Solidarity.

· Motivate people to attend our 2nd International Summit of Justicia Global.

· Energize our compatriots in Indiana to consolidate working groups there.

· Get media coverage to spread our message.

· Strengthen bonds with organizations in Indiana.

· Learn and have fun!

First, let’s hear about the preparations in Indiana... Tim has the floor.

Beginning in December we started making preparations for the events in Goshen. I visited Spanish classes at Goshen High School (my alma mater) and did presentations about life in the Dominican Republic and Justicia Global. We talked about the differences between Dominican Spanish and Mexican Spanish.

I started going to meetings of Grupo NIV (Nueva Identidad de Vida, or New Life Identity) a group of young Latinos/as who see the need to educate themselves and help change the negative stereotypes of their ethnicity in northern Indiana. This is a really great and energetic group of folks – if you’re in or around Goshen, get in touch with Magdiel Santiago, a Goshen College student, at 574-320-4049.)

We had our first organizational meeting on December 21. Present were Laura, Joel and me from the first Justicia Global summit, Magdiel from Grupo NIV, David from the GC Latino Student Union, Rosabeth and Rose from the Goshen High School Peace Club, and Nate, a neighborhood organizer from LaCasa.

So we took care of lots of other details, got other people involved, and dumpster dived all of the food and drinks we would need for refreshments at the activities. (Thanks, Sav-A-Lot and Kroger’s!)

Meanwhile, on Dominican Soil... Berenice writing now.

In the DR the last days prior to our departure were quite busy. As it usually happens, we hardly slept as we prepared brochures and informational materials and finalized the work necessary for Mariela’s visa.

Finally, on January 10, filled with hope, happiness and the responsibility of representing our organization, Berenice touched down in Indiana. After several hours in the air, there was nothing better than solid ground and waiting 15 minutes in the airport... (“Ooops”... -Tim) and then being received with welcome signs by friends.

Lesson 55: Always try to arrive at the airport before the person you’re going to pick up.

On our stay and things we fell in love with

We were in Goshen Jan. 10-15 and in Richmond, Indiana 15-17. Berenice and Tim continued on to Miami until Jan. 23.

In general, we loved the landscape and the cold of Indiana: the gray skies, the massive celebrations upon seeing the first few rays of sunlight peeking through the clouds, the bare trees. A bit different from the eternal summer that we’re accustomed to in the Caribbean.

Lesson 21: After 2 days and 5 layers of clothing, you end up getting along better with the cold.

We loved how receptive people were to hearing about our work, the enthusiasm to attend our Summit in May or to come down during another time during the year, and the hospitality and solidarity among the people we met.

We loved the open doors (it’s true, they don’t lock the doors to their rooms, the bathroom, their houses, or their cars – day or night!) We loved the attention people give to eating healthy food.

We loved dumpster diving! In reality, this was an interesting, unique and painful experience. They throw out SO MUCH food: because they have an excess in inventory, because that particular food wasn’t sold that evening, because one egg out of the dozen was broken, or because the expiration date was near. All of the refreshments at the activities of Justicia Global were donated by the dumpsters. We found EVERYTHING in there: dozens of sodas, fresh bread, Oreo cakes, fruit, pizzas, eggs, Doritos, and the best of all, ten dozen beautiful flowers, still wrapped and preserved in a box! Never before had we seen such a surreal and shocking example of the unjust distribution of wealth in the world.

In Goshen our first days we stayed with the Shenks, then later on the Goshen College campus, Berenice with Sarah and Mariela with Lindsy. It was an incredible experience to be able to share on a face-to-face, daily basis with the women on campus. It was a joy to live the experience of living in the dorm, if only for a few days.

As you have guessed, college students in the United States have many more privileges than we do in the Dominican Republic. Living on campus gives you a sense of independence and responsibility, but also – as Elizabeth Miller told us – it creates a sort of a bubble with respect to you and the rest of the world.

One thing we don’t want to forget to mention is the inspiring example that we (Berenice and Mariela) found in the family of our friend Tim Shenk.

It was incredible to see Johanna, Laura, Joel, Elizabeth and Anne again. Also, getting to know Jason Shenk; two Dominicans, Sarah and Will; Danni, Leah, Anna Marie, Amy Warner, Katie Henninger, Ximena Puig, Amy Jaret, Stephanie Virgo and Elly Porter-Webb – yes, the sister of our beloved Mark; as well as many professors who invited us to their classes and supported our activities.

It was truly exciting to realize that people knew that “something big was going on” on campus, as one retired professor referred to it during one of our activities. In general everyone received us with open arms and were impressed with the work our organization is doing.

Also in Indiana, we saw snow for the first time, we got a sense of the life of Mr. Shenk, we saw apple orchards, various sites of local products (agriculture and art), and products made by women all over the world. We also got to visit the Amish community, where they don’t use electricity or automobiles, where in general they study only through the 8th grade, live by farming and don’t use zippers on their clothes, only buttons.

In Miami, we visited the Everglades, we tasted exquisite strawberry milkshakes, we met more of Tim’s friends – young folks and adults –  and made presentations about Justicia Global. We saw his ex-apartment and ex-roommate. We met two marvelous writers: Meribeth and Youme. We visited libraries and were in the home of Eduardo and Clara Diaz. We were on buses, on trains. We met a little dog with a very odd-looking face named Sofia. We tried to dine at a beautiful Haitian restaurant on South Beach on just the day it was closed!

It’s important to notice the contrasts between the worlds of Indiana and Miami, to have an idea of where capitalist “development” is taking us.

Indiana: calm, many green spaces, open doors, beautiful architecture.

Miami: Strip malls, noise, concrete, people in a hurry, beggars in the streets.

Principal meetings and activities... by Mariela, Berenice and Tim

· Wednesday, Jan. 11: Latino Student Union (LSU) of Goshen College

· Thursday, Jan. 12: Goshen High School English as a New Language classes

· Friday morning, Jan. 13: Bethany Christian High School Peace Club

· Friday evening, Jan. 13: Main conference event, with participation from Grupo NIV, LSU. Mariela spoke on the Dominican Republic in an international context, speaking on topics such as unemployment, poverty, education, gender-based violence, immigration, corruption, trade agreements, etc. Berenice spoke about Perla, the Culture of Solidarity, and Justicia Global. We finished with questions and answers and more than an hour of informal conversations afterwards.

· Saturday morning, Jan. 14: We visited the Latino/a Chess Club at Goshen Public Library, run by Jimmer Prieto, a teacher and the editor of the El Puente Hispanic newspaper. Dan Shenk, Tim’s dad, was there playing 20 games of chess at once!!

· Saturday afternoon, Jan. 14: workshop on creating long-term strategies for social transformation. We brainstormed, got to know each other, played cooperative games, and shared ideas for daily ways to work at building a culture based on solidarity.

· Sunday morning, Jan. 15: At Eighth Street Mennonite Church they reserved a part of the service for a sending and blessing for Tim. In the Sunday School hour we presented Justicia Global’s vision to about 25 people.

· Sunday evening, Jan. 15: Laura Sweitzer, a student at Earlham College, organized the First Meeting of Women's Organizations at Earlham. What an important achievement!

This gathering took place on Monday, January 15 in the Landrum Bolling Center at Earlham (a liberal arts college in Richmond, Indiana, USA). 

"There are many different women's groups here on campus and in Richmond," Laura said. "We're all doing good work, and what we're doing is important. But we've never met all together before. I've been dreaming about this moment for a long time, where now for the first time we can all share experiences and to establish a connection of mutual support for one another's work. 

"I'm very happy to have Mariela Jáquez and Berenice Pacheco with us today. These are two women who have a lot of experience working with gender issues and with gender violence, and work with women's groups in the Dominican Republic," she said. 

In attendance were nearly 50 women, representatives from: "Amigas", "Feelings You Dare to Tell Your Friends", "Black Ladies United on Campus", "Action Against Rape" and "The Advocates". 

Our message of hope was received with great enthusiasm. We were able to share with these women's organizations a little about our methodology of work with women, as well as our goals, difficulties, and accomplishments that we've had along the way. 

At this point Laura is doing follow-up work from this first meeting, and for all of us Perlas, it's a joy that they have been able to continue meeting and sharing together. (For more, check Perla’s website.)

· Monday, Jan. 16: we presented at the Peace and Global Studies lunch meeting at Earlham College to about 40 students and professors.

· Monday, Jan. 16: after our presentation, we were invited to Rodolfo Guzman’s Latin American Poetry class. Rodolfo is the professor who wrote the letter of invitation so that Mariela could get her visa. This was a fascinating class of 20 students. We analyzed a poem and talked about our part in doing social transformation work. Excelent! After class we shared more at length about Justicia Global, our experiences from the point of view of the Center for Gender Studies with our Master’s program, our annual conference, etc. Rodolfo may be interested in participating in the Gender Studies conference this year.

· We also got to know Kathy Taylor, professor of Spanish and Hispanic Studies, who works with the topic of gender and is very in tune with the problems of violence, especially in relation to undocumented Latina women immigrants. We gave her a copy of the book from our Gender Studies conference and other materials.

· Tuesday, Jan. 17: Tim presented Justicia Global to the Food Ethics class at Earlham. Afterward, as Tim and Berenice had to leave for the airport, Mariela stayed and met Patty Lamson of the Earlham International Programs Office. She was very interested in our mission and was impressed that in an underdeveloped country like the Dominican Republic we could develop these kinds of initiatives and working strategies, and with enough strength to take our vision to other parts of the world. How marvelous!

· In the afternoon Laura and Mariela met with Barbara Caruso of the Women’s Studies Department, who said she would give out our materials because she knew that a lot of students are interested in what we do.

· In the evening we made a brief presentation to the Unitarian Universalists, a very progressive religious group that focuses on justice issues.

Perla and Justicia Global in the Media

Our presence in the media was surprisingly strong and effective. And when we say “effective,” we mean that on various occasions when we met people, they would say, oh, you were the one talking on the radio! I heard you, for example.

Tim distributed news releases, and we received coverage in the following places:

· Two Hispanic radio programs, thanks to Grupo NIV

· The Goshen High School student newspaper

· Front page of El Puente newspaper, a biweekly leftist Hispanic paper

· Front page of The Goshen News, the local newspaper.

· In Richmond: Listen Up Radio

· Student newspaper of Earlham College

Best of all, in all of these places we have the doors open to publish more according to the realities in the Dominican Republic and about Justicia Global. So it was a big success!

We have to send a special thank-you to our Colombian friends at El Puente. In addition to opening their publication to us, they also welcomed us into their home to share a delicious salcocho stew (yummm...), thus beginning a great friendship.

Lessons and Learnings from Berenice’s long list of 98 from the trip

It’s great to cook collectively and eat healthy food. You can live well without Coca-Cola, McDonald’s and fried chicken. Ironic, to say that about the United States.

The world is full of good-hearted people with real desires to help.

It’s an honor that people trust you to represent the organization.

Life without cell phones, watches, calendars or TVs is marvelous. You realize how wonderful the real world is.

You always have to speak from the heart, with passion, with conviction. We have to continue doing things that they tell us are impossible.

It’s a source of immense joy to meet Latinos, Latinas and other Dominicans in other countries.

Talking with so many people about our work reafirms our love and passion for what we do, and it helps us to value and care for who we are and will be.

It’s fun to leave surprise letters for people that you get to know, and to get beautiful e-mails when you’re far from home.

Tim says: 

It’s fascinating to see “normal places” like your hometown through the eyes of people who’ve never seen them before.

It’s important to delegate responsibilities and ask for help when you need it.

Mari says:

There is no obstacle more difficult to overcome than the one we’re don’t think we can achieve!

Realizing our strength as an organization invites us to renew our daily commitments to change and grow!

In conclusion, during this trip we consolidated and strengthened our passion for our work; we reaffirmed our creative logistical capabilities to achieve what we want to achieve; we were able to get out the message of our organization, we made great contacts; we got to know a lot of wonderful people; and we added to the organization’s growth at the international level. What a marvelous journey! 

